that your request has been communicated to His Highness the Aga
Khan and is now understood to be under his consideration. Govern-
ment understands that he has no objection, in the meanwhile, to the
relatives of Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Mahadev Desai and any other persons
suggested by you going through the palace grounds to the place of
cremation on the understanding that this is by his leave and licence."
I do hope that, no matter who occupies or owns the Palace,
the consecrated ground on which the two samadhis stand will be
' protected and reserved for devotion by the friends and relatives
of the families.
I am, etc.,
M. K. Gandhi
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No. S. D. HI/-75.
Home Department (Political),
Council Hall, Poona,
23rd July 1945
From
The Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
To
M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
I am directed to refer to your letter dated the 27th May
1945, regarding the protection and reservation for devotion of
the cremation ground in His Highness the Aga Khan's Palace
on which the samadhis of the late Mr. Mahadev Desai and
Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi stand, and to state that the military
authorities have agreed to continue the arrangement which, it
is understood, has been in force for many months before their
occupation of the Palace, whereby the cremation ground can be
visited every Sunday.
If anybody wishes to visit the cremation ground on any day
other than Sunday, application should be made to General
Festing, Commander, 36 Division, who resides in the Aga
Khan's Palace.
Your obedient servant,
G. G. Drew
Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
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